God Does Not Dwell in a Temple Made With
Hands
In the Old Testament, when God commanded the Tabernacle to
be built, it was a place for God to dwell with the people. The
people did not meet inside the Tabernacle. Only the priests
entered the Tabernacle. The people met together and worshiped
God outside under the open sky. They never entered the
Tabernacle or later the Temple.
Today, God does not dwell in a building, He dwells in our
hearts. We do not have to meet at a special building or enter a
special building to worship God. A church building is not
needed for us to meet or worship God, nor is it needed for the
center of the life of the church.
Acts 17:24-25 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshiped with men's hands,
as though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
Acts 7:48-51 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the
prophet, 49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith
the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 50 Hath not my hand made all these things? 51 Ye
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your
fathers did, so do ye.
Isaiah 66:1-2 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool:
where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 2 For all those
things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will
I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.
Jeremiah 7:1-14 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 Stand in the gate of
the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of
Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD. 3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4
Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The
temple of the LORD, are these. 5 For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye
throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor; 6 If ye oppress not the stranger,
the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other
gods to your hurt: 7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your
fathers, forever and ever. 8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 9 Will ye steal,
murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after
other gods whom ye know not; 10 And come and stand before me in this house, which is called
by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations? 11 Is this house, which is

called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the
LORD. 12 But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first,
and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. 13 And now, because ye have
done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spoke unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye
heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; 14 Therefore will I do unto this house, which is
called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers,
as I have done to Shiloh.
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple
of God is holy, which temple ye are.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
2 Corinthians 6:16-17 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
Ephesians 2:19-22 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are
builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.
We, as Christians, are the temple of God; we are the church. It is totally unnecessary to
worship Him in a special building.

